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develops. As in the case of the informal 
interventions, the more formal need not 
be time consuming or expensive, but all 
would require a commitment to change 
and improvement. 

The present professional zeitgeist, 
although initially appearing somewhat 
negative, actually offers positive sug- 
gestions for resolving some of today’s 
education problems. Simple solutions 
to very complex problems no longer 
suffice. For example, salary raises may 
help, but improved salaries are not suf- 
ficient in themselves. The Council for 
Exceptional Children’s Ad Hoc Com- 
mittee to Study and Respond to the 
1983 Report of the National Commis- 
sion on Excellence in Education noted, 
“educators also require environments 
which are supportive, provide suffi- 
cient teaching resources, recognize and 
strengthen professionalism, and en- 
courage and support continuing pro- 
fessional development’’ (CEC, 1984, 
p. 490). The message of the Commis- 
sion is clear: if we are to improve edu- 
cation as a profession and ourselves as 
professionals, we must do so based on 
our own abilities, skills, and commit- 
ment in an atmosphere of positive and 
productive support. 
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